PROTESTATION 
PROTESTED: 


A ſhort Remonſtrance, ſhewing what 


Is principally required of all thoſe that have or 
doe take the laſt Parliamentary 
PROTESTATION. 


ECCL. $. 4% 


When thou voweſt a Vow unto God, deferre not to pay it;, for hee 
hath no pleaſure in fooles : pay that which thou haſt vowed. 
Better it us that thou ſhouldeft wot vow, then that thou ſhoul- 


deſt vow, and not pay. : 
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THE 


-- PROTESTATION 
PROTESTED, 


ECCLES. 5. 4, 5: 

” (> Whenthouvoweſt avowunto GoD, deferre not 
to payit: for he hath nopleaſure in ſooles * pay 
that which thou haſt yowed. * Better it # thats 
thou ſhouldeſt not vow, then that thou ſhouldſt 


vow and not pay. 


Hen in the Scale of Conſcience 
rightly informed, I weigh the 
words of the Proteſtaizon, and 
of this Exhorration of the Holy 
GHosrT together, I cannot bur 
tremble, wben I ſee what ſmall 
account moſt men doe make of ſo 

i ſolemne a Vow, as they ſo ſo- 

lemaly take upon them in the ſaid PROTEST ATION. 
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The Proteſlation Proteſted. 


For when Miniſters and People have taken the Pro- 
teftation, and have ſolemnly vowed co maintaine the 
Dodrine of our Church, ſo far as ic is oppoſite ro Po- 
pery ; Doe they withall preſently ſer upon the perfor- 
mance of this their Yow > Doe they nor further deferre 
tro pay it? Surely if they doe deferre ir, the holy Ghoſt 
cals them fooles , in whom God hath xo pleaſure. And 
it had beene better for rhem never to haye towed, then 
ro 797Aand not pay. 


Objea. But how doe they deferre to pay their Yow 
thus made ? 

Anſw. ln that they doe nor preſently renounce, and 
proteit againſt all Popery, and for ever diſclaime and 
abandon all Communion with ir. 

Obj. Why, will they ſay, what Communion have 
we Proteſtants with Popery ? We do all renounce it. 

Anſw. In words we doe renounce it, bur indeed wee 
retaineit, and have cloſe Communion withir : ſo farre 
are we from keeping the Vow thus made. 

Obj. Bur what Popery doe wee Proteſtants of the 
Church of Exglazd retaine with us, or hold Commu- 
nion with ? | 

Anſw. Wee hold Communion with Popery, ſo long 
as wee doe publikely retaine and maintaine any of the 
Dodrines of Popery. And the Doctrines of Popery 
which wee reraine and mainraine, are theſe, Firſt, The 
impoſition of the Licurgie. Secondly, The Diſcipline. 
Thirdly. The Government. Fourthly,The Ceremonies. 

Obj. But theſe being as yer eſtabliſhed by Law, wee 
may notcaſt rhem off, till che Law which ſer them up, 
be abrogared, which muſt be by At of Parhament. And 
we proreſt againſt Popery to caſt it out, as farre as law- 
tully we may, and no otherwiſe. | 


Anſw. 
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The Proteſtation proteſted. 
Anſw. Firſt, All Lawes are to be interpreted accor- 
rs be their cleare intention and end. Now the Law 


for Reformation never intendedto allow or ſerup Po- 
| pery in this Church of Exg/and. Secondly, If any hu- 
[ mane Lawes be found to be contrary to Gads Word, 
they are invalid and void zpſo faFo. And it will ap- 


peare, that impoſition of a deviſed Licargie, humane 
Rites and Ceremonies, Przlaticall government and 
| : Diſcipline,are dire&ly contrary to Gods word. Third- 
Iy Having once made this ſolemne Prozeſtation and tow, 
A w". | ; 
againſt all Popery, and finding that the particulars a- 
foreſaid are branches of Popery, wee are bound zpſo 
fa#o forthwith to have no more Communion with them, 
bur utterly to renounce them. 

Ob. Bur what if the Parliament did not intend orun- 
derſtand by Popery , the foreſaid things, as rhe Licur- 
| gie, Diſcipline, Government, Ceremonies uſed in our 
Church, and by Law cftabliſhed ? Shall we preſume ro 
| extend the ſenſe of the Prozeſtarion furcher then che 
| firſt makers thereof intended. And the Prelates (wee 
|; preſume) would never ſo readily have ſubſcribed tothe 
Proteſtation, had they dreamed any ſuch ſenſe to lye hid 
under the name of Popery , as their Hierarchy, with 
their Licurgie, Rites, Ceremonies, Diſcipline, Govern» 
ment; for then they had in the Prorefation prote- 
ſted againſt all theſe , and ſhould have given their 
hands and vores, for the rooting of them our of this 
Church, 

Anſw. Firſt, This we are ſure of, and 'tis moſt cleare 
by the expreffe words of the Prozeſtarion, thar they in- 
cended ir againſt all Popery. Secondly, They expreſſe 
themſclves and profeſſe thus farre, thatthe words of the 
Proteſtationare not to be ext-nded ro the maintaining of 
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The Proteftation proteſted. 

any forme of \V'orſhip, Diſcipline, or Government; 
nor of any Rites or Ceremonies in rhe ſaid Church of 
England. Ergo, weedoe not, we may not proteſt for the 
maintenance of theſe, Thirdly, (uppole that at the firſt 
making of the Proteſtatzos in the Parkament, theſe par- 
ticulars afore-mentioned were not reckoned in the Ca- 
talogue ofall Popery: yet no good Chriſtian will or 
can deny, that the Honourable Houſe of Commons di-1 
not at all intend to exclude what ever ſhould be found 
ropertaine to Popery as a branch thereof, And there- 
fore we may boldly conclude,that if the forementioned 
things ſhall be found to be, and that no ſmall branches 
of Popery, the Proteſtatzon hath an edge to cur them off 
all at one ſtroke. Fourthly, weareall in an erected hope 
of ſuch a Reformation intended by this moſt noble Par- 
lament, as cannot juftly challenge the name of Refor- 
mation,unlefſe all Popery be made to be packing,which 
of neceſſity muſt carry with her all crinkets and bag- 
gage, with all her pompous equipage, among whole 
ſumprers,the Hierarchy,with all its Porrzficalibus of Ser- 
vice, Ceremonies, Diſcipline, Traine,Courts, may chal- 
lenge togoe in che formoſt ranke. Fiftly, and laſtly, 
ſuppoſe it could be ſuppoſed by any rational! man, that 
the Houſe of Commons could have no ſuch thought as 
implicitely ro include the aforeſaid particulars in the 
fardell of Popery : or that they could poſſibly intend 
che maintaining of choſe things ſtill, of which they ex- 

preſly ſay, That the words of the Proteſtation are xot to 
bee extended t0 the maintazning of any Forme of woy- 
ſhip, Diſcigline, or Governement , Rites or Ceremonies ; 
orthat theſe things ſhould not be removed but maintai- 

ned ſtill: What chen 2 Shall private and particular 

Cariſtians, knowing theſe thiags to be Popery and An- 

rtichriſtian 
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tichriſtian, being alſo bound by their ſolemne Yow and 
Proteſt ation, never reforme themſelves, untill they ſee a 
general: Reformation over the whole Land > Whar 
it they ſhall never live to ſee this? Will they againſt 
their Conſcience, againſt their knowledge, againſtrheir 
Vow and Proteſt a120n, live and die Voraries and Commu- 
nicants in that Service, Schoole-boyes and Punies un- 
der the Ferula of that Diſcipline, Vaſſals under that Go- 
vernment, Conformitſts co thoſe Rires and Ceremonies, 
all which are very Popery and Poptſh Innovations? 

Ob. But how doth it appeare,rchar the fore-mentioned 
particulars are branches of Popery? If our Conſcience 
could be convinced hereof by rhe Word of God, then 
ſurely are we bound both by Gods Word, and by our 
Vow and Proteſtatzon preſently to renounce and abandon 
cheſe things, and to have no longer any Communion 
with them. 

eA7x/. Itis moſt true, that nothing can reſolve, regu- 

late, and (errle rhe Conſcience , bur the Word of God 
in the evidence of ir. Now moſt eleare itis by the Scrip- 

ture, that the Liturgie, Diſcipline, Government, Rites 

and Ceremonies of the Church of England, are all of 
them ſo many branches of Popery. For proofe hereof : 
firſt for the Licurgie; this is a branch of Popery in two 
generall reſpe&ts: Firſt, in regard of the-whole frame 
and matter of ic, as being tranſlated out of the Romiſh 
Latin Licurgie, as is confeſſed in the Booke of Martyrs; 

ſee for this the late Parallel between the Engliſh Licur- 
gie, and the Maſſe-booke, I omir to ſay any thing heere: 
of the many vitious particulars throughour the Service- 
booke, which run as the corrupt blood through all the 
veines of ir, and are by others ſufficiently diſcovered. 
This is enough to ſhew it robe Popiſh. The ſecond ge+ 
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nerall is,the impoſition of it npon all mens Conſciences. 
\V hich bare impoſition alone, were the Lirurgic in ir 
ſe!fe never ſo free from other faults, yet being a Ser- 
vice of mens deviſing, the impoſtion (I ſay} makes ir a 
branch of Popery. For Popery ( wee know ) is Anti- 


 chriſtianiſme. And Antichriſtianiſme is an oppoſition 


*loh. 2. 
22s 
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ro Chriſt, ſo as this impoſition upon the Conſcience is 
an oppoſing and overthrowing of Chriſis Kingly Office, 
who is the (ole King and Lord over the Soule and Con- 
ſcience; an office incommunicable to any Creature, or 
Power in Heaven or Farth. Whercupon Jehz ſaith, 
Who ts a lyar, but he that denyeth that Teſus ts the( hriſt , He 
is Antechriſt. Now to deny Jeſus to be the ſole annoin- 
red King of his Church, is to deny him to be the Chriſt, 
And he thar ſers up man as Lord over the Conſcience, 
in preſcribing and impoſing what Service of God hee 
pleaſeth of humane invention, denyeth Ieſus ro bee the 
Chriſt, to wit, to be the ſole King of his Church, who 
ische ſole Law-giverto che Common-wealth of Iſrael, 
in his ſpirituall Kingdome. 

And for this cauſe the Pope is proved to be that Anti- 
chriſt, who is * the eAdveſary To exaleth himſelfe above 
all that is called GoD, or that is worſhipped ; ſo that he as 
God futeth in or over the Temple of God ( which is e- 
very mans conſcience) ſhewing himſelfe that he is Gon, 
Now in nothing doth Antichriſt exalt himſelfe more, 
then inuſurping Chriſts powerin giving Lawes, where- 
by hee exerciſerh a Tyranny over the true Temple of 
God, over the ſpiritnall Kingdome of Chriſt. And this 
tyranny is cheifly exerciſed in uſurping dominion over 
our Faith and Conſcience in the worſhip and ſervice of 
God, which they place in the Litargie. This is the high- 
eſt pride and preſumption of Antichriſt that poſſibly 


can 
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can be, This is that :/-worſhip, or a worſhip invented 


of mans will and choyce, which the Apoſtle * expresſly * ©): 2» 
condemaerh and brandeth, as the h:gheſt Tyranny, which a 


to bee ſubief uno ts the ſpoiling and cheating men of hear 
ſalvation (as we read at large (01.2. v. 8.18.) and a ſe> 
parating us from our Head and King Chriſt , v. 19. and ax 
evacuating of his death, v. 20. The Impoſition therefore 
of a Laturgre upon the Conſcience deviſed by men, and 
pretended for the worſhip and ſervice of God, yea and 
the onely divine publike worſhip of his Church, is a 
maine branch of Popery, as being the Character of An- 
tichriſtor Antichrifianiſme,which is the very with Po- 
pery;Popery &Antichriaiſme being convertible termes. 
Thus ir is as plaine, as brief, that the impoſing of a Lz- 
turgee of mans deviſing upon the Conſcience is the pre« 
tended Service of God (though indeed ir is rather the 


ſervice of many , and which God condemnerh as &@ Math, :5, 


* vaine worſhip of him ) is a maine branch of Poper y, 

Secondly, tor Ceremonies of mans deviſing in the 
worſhip of God, and impoſed upon the Conſcience, 
cheſe being the ſame nature with,as being a part of the 
Liturgie, are by the ſame reaſons (as before) proved to 
be Popery. 

Third!y, for Diſcipline (which ſtands chiefly in cor- 
region of manners,andinfliting of Cenſures as Excom- 
munication; ſuch as is end hath beene exerciſed in the 
Church of Exglaxd by the Prelatcs ever {ince the pre- 
tended Reformation 1n this poinr).that this is alſo ano- 
ther maine branch of Popery, doe but compare ic with 
that Dilcipline in the Church of Rome, and you ſhall 
find itinal! peintsjſo ro jump and agree, as-you muſt 
of necefſits conclude, if Romes Diſciplive be Popery, 
rhen certainly our Engliſh Diſciple is Popery too. 
For in nothing (I ſay) doe they differ, ſoas the Diſci- 
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pline of our Charch being falſe, and connterfeit, be- 
canſe Popiſh; and ſoour Chnrch wanting the true Dif- 
cipline, which ought ro be one of the three markes of a 
viſible true Charch, as it is noted in our Homilies : the 
Church of Ex2land wants this markeart the leaſt, And if 
the Sacramen's be not awty admimiſtred, as being mixed 
and corrupred with a ſervice of mans deviſing, and mi- 
niſtredpell mell(as in the Lords Super) to ignorancand 
profane perſons : then for ought Liee, it wants a ſecond 
marke ofa viſible rrue Church, And if (as lately, and 
ftill in many p'aces) che word of God in the preaching 
of it be generally corrupted, as when the full, and-free 
liberty of it tn ſundcy points of Evangelicall truth, is 
reſtrained and prohibited by orders and edi, nor yer 
called in,and damned;by rhis reckoning it ſhould want 
the third marke,& ſo much the more, in caſe the calling 
of the Miniftery it ſelfe ſhould prove a peice of Pope- 
ry too. Bar this by the way onely it leads us the wayto 
the next point,which is che Government of the Church 
of England. 

Fourthly then , for the Goverment of the Church of 
England, by Archbiſhops , Biſhops, Arch-Deacons, 
Dcanes, Commiſſaries,Officials, and the reſt of that fra- 
rernity : if this be not Popery, yea aad a rop-branch of 
ic, I know not what is? ſure we are, not any one of all 
this rabble 1s found to be in the Scripture; and there- 
fore of divine Inſtiration this Government is not: And 
conſequearly, Chriſtian ir is not. It muſt needs then 
be of Antichriſts Order, and Papall meerely. So as if 
Romes Hierarchy be the top-branch of Popery in rhar 
Church : how can it bedenyed,that the Hierarchy hexe 
in England is the top-branch of Popery in this Church > 
For it we looke upon this Hierarchy from Canterberyto 
« arlile,and goe through all their Courts, their Officers, 
the 
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their Offices, and Adminiftrations therein, wee Thall 
therein behold the perfe&t image of the Papall Beaſt, 
from horne to hoofe. And if any will obje@ here thar 
the ſubordinate Miniſters beare a part in this Govern- 
ment: (alas!) that's bur a meere mockegy. For theſe 
are but the Prelates Curates, and a company of Prieſts 
little differing from Romes Order of Prieſtho:d in the 
eſtimate of our Prelares , ſaving that they are nor ſha- 
ven, and have beene of late prevented of being Sacrifi- 
cers, But a partin the Hierarchical| Government they 
have none, unlefſe a dumb Prieſt commonly,or ſome 
DoRor now and then be the mourh rorrhunder our Ex- 
communication in their Courts , which rhe poore Cu- 
rate at the Commiſſarics beck muſt publiſhin che Con- 
gregation. Andto theſe Curares conſideration I refer 
it, whether they be able truely out of good premiſes co 
conclude themſelves to be the Miniſters of Chrift law- 
fully ealled, whom all of them doe immediarely derive 
their Miniſtry from the Antichriftian Hierarchy,or Pa- 
| pall Prelacie, as the ſole foundation thereof. But this 
ſuffice briefly ro prove the government of the Church 
of England by Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops,&c.(Falle and 


uſurped Titles)to be a rop-branch of Popery. If here oy... 


it be objeRed, that the Government of Arch-Biſhops 
and Dioceſan Biſhops was before Popery came up, or 
Antichriſt was mounted on his throne : I anſwer, firſt, 
that the Government of Arch-Biſhops and Dioceſan 
Biſhops was anciently much different from rhe Papall 
Hierarchicall Government afterwards , whoſe Courts 
and ſole Prelaticall Juriſdictions were not knownin rhe 
Primitive Ages long after the Apoſtles. Secondly, rhe 
Government of Arch-Biſhops and Dioceſan Biſhops, at 
the very beſt, and when they firſt ſprang up, was _ 
B 2 rom 
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from rhe wel-hca1 corrupred, as being an huma device, 
and the firſt ſpring of the Miſtery of iniquity which the 
furcher it ran, the more corrupr it grew, till it bad irs 
full confluence in muddy Tiber, the See of Ryme, by 
whoſe innundation Antichriſt, having hoyſed up his 
maine ſailes Kould caſily compaſſe in the whole Ea- 
ſterne Chriſtiaa World. Thirdly, the Hierarchica!l 
Government in England, as a maine arme of that ſea; 
ſo it bath alrered nothing of its former property, when 
it was 4 {imb of the Papacy.Saving that before che Re- 
formation they held immediately from the Pope, and 
now eſpecizlly of later dayes, they hold by the ſame 
faiſeprerended ritle which the Pope himſclfe holds by, 
nainely from Chriſt, and by divine Authority, Wit- 
neſſe Dr. Hals (weatty diſcourſes. And Dr. Poclingion 
ſhewes us a briefe Pedigree of rhe preſent titular Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, laying, * Miſerable men were wee, 
if he that now ſitteth Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, could no: 
de-ive has ſucceſſzon from Saint '_Yuguſtine , St. Auguſtine 
from St. Gregory, dt. Gregory from Sr. Peter. So he, Only, 
here he failes, and ſo becomes miſerable, that though 
he can prove Camerburies ſuccefhion from Rome, yer ne- 
ver Rome's from Peter. Aud lo a ſeverall miſery fol- 
lowes|upon it, that our Hierarchicall Goverment being 
a limb of che Papall, and ſo a top-branch of Popery, ic 
is now univerſally of all good Chriſtians in Exgland 
proteſted againſt, as worthy ro be cur oft and caſt our, as 
a fruitlefle withering branch, andro be plucked up by 
the rootesas a treetwice dead, and asa plant not of 
Gods planting. 
Ob, Bur if ir be thus, that for the reaſons aforeſaid 
the whole Gevernment of the Church of Exglaxd ought 
co be irradicated, rogether with the Licurgie, Diſcj- 
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pline, and Ceremonies, in ſtead thereof. 

I anwere briefly : Firſt, underſtanding the Church 
of England to be none other, then a nationall Church 
it will be very difficult, if nor rather impoſlible co con- 
ſtirure ir ſo, as is agreeable in all points ro a true and vi- 
fible Congregation of Chriſt. Fora parcicular Church, 
or congregation rightly colle&tedand conſtituted, con- 
ſiſts of none, bur ſuch as are viſible living members of 
Chriſt the head, and viſible Saints nnder him, the one 
and onely King of Saints: but ſo is it not with a Natio- 
nall Church : all che members thereof are nor viſible 
Saints, or viſible living members, whea the greateſt 
part of a Nation commonly is found roconſiſt of per« 
ſons eirher ignorant or profan e. * For as the Scripture 
ich, Though the Children of Iſracl bee as the ſand of 
the Sea, yer bur a remnant ſhall be ſaved. And yer that 
was a Nationall Church withour parallel : fo as in the 
Reformation of ſuch a national! Church as this, which 
hath been ſouniverſally overſpread with profaneneſſe, 
and darkneſſce,ſo long beſlaved under the yoke of Prela- 
ticall tyranny, under Egyptian Task-maſters , under 
manifold Romiſh Superftirions, formall ſervice, wil- 
worſhip, univerſal falſe and looſe Diſcipline, innume- 
rable cither falſe, or unprofitable, or idle Teachers, 
Non-reſidents, * dumb doggs, ſo as whole Counties for 
want of good Miniſters, (who have beene every where 
caſt out) and whole Countries, yea the whole Landin 
compariſon are overgrowne with Papiſts,orAtheilts,or 
thoſe that know not whar true Religion meanes:where 
ſhall wee begin to reforme?Alas! in compariſon of the 
true Religion indeed (whichſtands not in abare profeſſio, 
bur in power not in a bare name of Chriſtianity, bur in 
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the nature of it ; not in the mixrure of mens inven- 
cjons , butin the purity of Chrifts owne Ordinances ) 
the Religion in Exgland is very farre degenerate, and 
bur a while agoe was almoſt wholly flidden back into 
the very puddle of Popery : yet nor all, bur as it was 
ſaid of the Church of Sardis, Thou haſt a name that thou 
Ireeft,but thou art dead;yet in it were a *few names,which 
had not defiled their garments : Evenſoin Exg/and,there 
arc a few, yea I rruſt many thoufands of Saints, though 
(in compariſon'of the whole Land) bur a few names, a 
remnant; whoſe hearts are perfet before God. VWhere 
ehen ſhall the Reformation begin now in England? ſure- 
ly in the new forming ofa Church, ſuch as God requi- 
reth in his word, Chriſts voyce muſt firſt be heard, ro 
call forth his ſheep, and ro gather them into their flocks, 
and folds. For zx«an#e the Church is properly a congre- 
gation of belcevers, called onr from the reft of the 
* : Cor. world. For ſo ſaith the Lord * Come out from among them 
©17- andbeyeſeparate, and touch not the uncleane thing, and 1 will 
recerieyon. A —_ ſpeech, Andbeye ſeparate? Surely 
Gods people muſt bee (eperatiſts from the world, and 
from falſe Churches, to become a pure and holy peop'e 
unto the Lord. And hee faith to the Prophet Teremy, 
*Kna15>* If thoutake forth the preczous from the vile, - 2 ſhalt be as 
#% = my month;let them returne unts thee, but returne not thou un- 
10:hem. And ſurely in a corrupt Church (as this is, and 
a long time hath beene, by reaſon of the great Apoſta- 
cic, andeſpecially the wickedneſſe of the Prelates) we 
ſhould doe as the Apoſtles did when they came to plant 
Churches ia a Country where the Goſpell had not been 
formerly preached, * Firſt they taught the people , and 
then thoſe which heard and beleeved, were formed in- 
co a Church or Congregation. Bur here are (bleſſed be 
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God) many people already fitted to make up holy aſ- 
ſemblics or Churches. Well then, ler it be the firſt de- 
gree of Reformation to begin and call forth all thoſe 
into ſeveral! Congregations, who are fitted, and who 
deſire ro draw neere unto Chritt ina holy Communion 
with himinche purity of his Ordinances. And.thas let 
Gods word ran, and have a free paſſage, in calling in 
| ſuch as God ſhaHl draw unto him, in what place ſoever 
; | they thall be found. Norcan we think ar the firſt eſpe- 

| cially, that every afembly of people collefed in their 
ſeverall Pariſhes, s fit tro make up a Congregation, and 
ſo qualified , as Chrift requirech For how many Pari- 
ſhes in Exglant will be found, where ſcarce one is able 
to give a reaſan of the hope thar is in him ? 

Oh. Bur ſball not good Preachers be ſer up in every 
Pariſh, that the People may be inſtructed, and fo ficted 
to be mitbersof a Cogregario,ſuch as afore is mc:ioned. 

App. No doubr of that, ſofo farre as is poſbble to - 
| provide Preachers. 

Ob. Bur what ſhall che People do in the meane time, 
who are ignorant,and profane, though not notorioutly 
wicked? For have they not received Baptiſme ? Are 
they nor Chriſtians ? ſhall rhey nor then be admitredn- 
tothe Communion of the ocher Sacrament ? 

Anſ. For this, every Miniſter onghr to bee very dili- 
gent andcarefnll roſee, char ordinary protane and ig- 
norant perſons be not admitted rothe Sacrament * The Deur. rs, 
lame orthe blind is noe to be offered up in Sacrifice, **? 
Ob, But admit that ſuch as are ordinary profane per- 
ſons, and have lictle or no knowledge 'of God , bee ad- 
mitted tothe Sacrament pell mell : may not godly per« 
ſons communicate wich them, and therein nor ſin? 

eAnſ. For that, ler {uch as are godly look to it. =_ 
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if Gods Ordinances bee profaned (as they are by pro- 


fane and ignoranc perſons comming to the Lords Ta- 

ble, then others alſo that communicate with them are 
* x Cor.5. guilty of the ſame prophanation wich them. * 4 {ale 
64 leven leveneth the whole lumpe. The Apoſtle applies it to 

2 mixr Communion, Let «s keep the feaſt ( aich he) ro 

wit, in participating of Chriſt our Paſſeover in the Sa- 

crament , ot with the old leven, &c. And thereupon hee 
* Eple.;. tels them, [writ unto you 21 an Epiſtle not 10 company with 
5.7- formeators, &c. And* This ye know, that no whoremonger, 
nor uncleane perſon, nor covetous man , hath any inherit ance 
in the Kingdeme of Chriſt. Be not therefore partakers with 
them. 

Ob. But if Congregations be ſo mixed , as they can- 
not,or are not ſecured, ſhall godly mea for that cauſe 
deprive themſelves of the Ordinance? 

Anſw. Firſt, there is no neceſſity , that men in afing 
the Ordinance ſhould fin by communicating wirh o- 
thers in the profanation of holy things. Secondly, Ir is 
not Gods Ordinance, that his holy things ſhouid bee 
prophaned. * (aſt zot your pearles before Swine , nor your 
boly things 10 dogs. * Who required theſe things at your hands, 
toriread in my Courts? And yer their Oblaizons, their Sab- 
baths, their ſolemne aſſemblies, were Gods Ord. Fut be- 
becauſe they were polluted and profaned by thoſe thar 
joynedia chem, therfore the Lord abhors them, * waſh 
* Ve16. you, make you cleane,cfc. - 

Ob. Bur what's this to godly perſons communicating 

| with prophane ? 
4] 4 * Aznſ. Tocommunicate with known evill doers (which 
wiovye- EVER intheir preſuming to communicate in the Ordi- 
raw yyv7- Dances, do evil in their doing of evil , is topartake of 
on their evil deeds. * Be not mingled with ſuch _ 
the 
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the Apoſtle) thay they may be aſhamed, And v. 6. we 
Command you Brethren, in the name of our Lord Ieſus 
Ehbrift, chat ye withdraw your ſelves from every brother , that 
walketh diſorderly, &c. 

Ob, Burifirbeſo, where can a godly man commu- 
nicate without ſin? For where are nor the Congrezati- 
ons mixed? 

Anſ. Ic is erne, that if there be none other Congre- 

ations allowed, bur ſach as are in Pariſhes, this confe(- 
10n cannOt be avoyded. Therfore of neceſſity there 
muſt be Liberty granted of ſetting up Churches, or 

Congregations, where Chriſts Ordinances are admini- 
ſtred in their purity , and ſo where none are admicted 
members of the of AnrontOe » burſuch as are appro- 
ved of by the whole Aflembly for their prof-ſſiex and 
comvterſation,as againſt which chere is no juſt exception. 

Ob, But would you have other Congregations,then 
ſuch as are limited to every Pariſh? How will this ſtand 
with a National Church,ſuch as is the Charchof Exg- 
land > This would make a diviſion.and ſeparation. 

Anſ. We muſt look in the firſt place , what Chriſt 
commandeth , and what manner of Congregations he 
requireth,and how qualified. If a State will ſet npa Na- 
tionall Church , wherein many things out of reaſon of 
State are tolerated,and preſcribed for order fake(as they 
call it) andif there be ſuch a neceſſity, neceſliry hath no 
L aw : bur letnot this exclude and barre out the free 
uſe of ſuch Congregations, as whereof rhe ſpirituall 
Common-wealth of 7ſrael confiſterh, over which Chrift 
as King immediately raigneth by his Spirit and Word 
inthe uriry of his ordinences. Ler notthe 
Conſciences 'of Gods people be bound, where Chriſt 
hath purchaſed /zber:y. And 4 here Chrifts Congregati- 
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ons are ſer up,bowever they are ſeparate from the wortd 
in the corruptions thereof, yet they are not ſeparate 
| from the Civil Srate, bur are peaceable members ther- 
[ of, ſabjet and obediear co all the good and juſt Laws 
| thereof, Yea where ſuch C oy a 919 Fans erected 
| | and allowed of by a Civil Stare,they are both a ſtrengeh 
xp299- and beauty, andprocure many bleſhngs unto ic. They 
£52055 are unto a Civil State, as that fulminatrix legio , that 
#+74%* thundring Legion in the Emperour eAmoninus his Ar- 
| my(as he calledir) which conſiſting wholly of Chriſti- 
[' ans, among his orher Heathen Legions, did by their 
| Prayers procure refreſhing ſhowers to the whole Army, 
when it was ſore diſtreſſed with drowr, and terrible 
ſtorms on the other ſide, to the diſconfeirure of the ene- 
mic, Andrtherfore the Apoſtle exhores his Chriſtians 
'1 11m.* to pray for Kings, and ſuch as are in authority , that we may 
_ lead a quiet and peaceable life is all godlinefſe and honeſty. 
And Ier. 29, 7. Pray wnto the Lord for the City of your 
captivity: for anthepeace thereof ſhall ye have peace; imply- 
ing, if it is the duty of Civil Princes and ſtates, hes: 
chen or Chriſtian, ro protec, or tollerate. the true 
Chriſtian Religion in their Kingdomes as well, as of 
the true Chriſtians, and Profeſſors ro pray for them, 
| For Chriſts Kingdome being ſpiritual!, is fo farr from 
I: being any prejudice to Civil Nets, chat itis the very 
| glorv and ſafety of them. And therefore the Empe- 
0 rour Domilian (under whom was moved the ſecond 
' perſecution , and by whom the Apoſtle oh was bani- 
l; thed into Pathmos) hearing that Chriſts Kingdome 
Li was celeſtiall, and not of this World, recalled his 
't Edi& for the Perſecution (Euſeb. Eccl. Hiſt. li. 3. c. 
4 15.) {oas thereupon it ceaſed. A wes 
i Ob. Burt that there ſhallbe an order of Churth gover- 
| men 
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ment eſtabliſhed in a national! Church;and withall ali- 
berry left for other Church aſſemblies, exempted from 
this goverment, this may be a' meanes to fomenr fa&i- 
ous and envious emulations in a State , to the diſturb-- 
ing of the peace thereof, IS 
Azx[. For this, firſt, there be good Lawes for civill 
government. Seriouſly,that anyone among the-exemp- 
red Congregations doe incorrigably misbehave them- 
ſelvs,the Law can take order with them.Thirdly,let no + 
man blame them, before they cry them. Fourthly, it 
hath beene an old ſtrarageme of Satan ſtill to lay all the 
blame of what ever diſaſter, upon the Chriſtians, as 
Nero did. Fiſtly,it cannot be expetted, bur where e- 
ver the Goſpel commeth in irs power and purity,ir will 
kindle coales, and ftirre up debate, as Chriſt ſaith, irſers _ 
the Father again{t the Sonne, and the Sonne againſt the Fa- © © road 
ther, &c. Butthisis accidentally, in reſpe& of the ma- *** 
legnanr objeas it meetes withall, though naturall coo, 
in reſpect of the good (nbjets, in whom ir is, and by 
whomiris ſincerely profeſſed, for it fills them with 
zeale and plainedealing in reproving of ſfinne, which 
the world cannot away withall. Thas ir hath done in , ;,, , 
all, ages. And God. ia che.* beginning/after the fall, g. 
upon the revealing of Chrift, puatan unreconcileable 4.7: . 
enmity, and deadly forchead berweene the ſeed' of the 
Serpent, and of the woman, berweene the Ele&and 
Reprobate co the-worlds end. And if for this every ci- 
vill ſtate ſhould-ſhuc ont cthe-rrue Religion, where 
would there be left any true Church upon the earch ? 
Obj. Bnr the Church-way of parvy 9amer ay roo ſtria, 
and cannot be content with a mediocrity,” but aſpires - 
'ro ſuch a perfeion of purity, ias men are-inot- capable 
of; and therefore ſuch will of neceffiry. be envied and 
C2 maligned, 
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 maligned, which will be cauſe of diviſions, 


Anſ. As i fail true Chriſtians were nor exhorted ov- 
ry where,and ſo bound,ro ſtrive fog perfection,ſo much 
as is poſſible, As weread Marth. 5.20.48. Phil.3.12. Col. 
1.28, and 4.12. 2 Tim. 3.17, and every where in the 

Scripture is perfeQ holineſfe required, as Epheſ. 4. 12. 
2 Cor.7.1. Let us ((aith che Apoſtle) cleanſe our ſelves 
from all filthineſſe of the fleſh and ſp 'ru, perfeBi:ng holineſſe 
inthe feare of God. Seealſo Heb.5.12.and6. 1. &c. And 
for envy, were there but once fer up amongſt ws ſome 
ſuch Congregations, as come neereſt to the rule of 
Gods Word, both in Church. conftitutions,and in Gra- 
ces ſatable, they would draw no lefle love and liking to 
them, when we ſhould ſee in rhem the beaury and 
glory of Chriſt more ſhining forth in them, then e- 
verthis Land bath yet ſcene. And however the world 
accounts ſtrinefſe, yer none are admitted members 
thereof, bue ſuch as are both willing and defirons, and 
doe freely enter intro Covenantto obſerve all the con- 
diditions and orders thereofaccording to Gods Word : 
2nd who ſo are over, in, and of this Congregation,they 
find in jt nothing that is grievous, bur Chriſts ſweer- 


1/4, ii, nefſe* whoſe yoake is caſte, and his burthen light. 
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Obj. But it ſuch Congregations were ſet up, which 
are not confined toany one Pariſh, bur colleted our of 
many places, or out of many Pariſhes, it would x 
ſtirre up-the, Patochiall Miniſters, or fome at leaft, to 
eavy and malignity ,, when they fhould fee the beſt 
Chriſtians in all their Parith tro be under another Mi- 


_viſtry, and membersof anorher Congregation, and by 


this meanes alfo fhonldrheir wages be diminiſhed. 

_ en. Firſt, if Chriſtians, Hiving in a Partſh;ſhallfind 

juſt cauſe of ſeparating themfelves from fnch a Con- 
grega- 
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gregation, as wherein great Scaudalls and offences are 
conſtantly given, ſo as they eanno: with a good con- 

ſcience, aad without diſhonour to God and his Ocdi- 
nances communicatewirh ſuch an aſſembly, wherof the 
| parc coaſiſts of praphane and ignorant per- 
ons (as atorefaid) but are forced rojoyne themſelves 
wirh ſuch Congregations, where no ſuch offences be: 
fhall any Miniſters be (o unchriftian, as to envy this? 
Or it they doe, ler them reforme their owne Congre- 
gations, and rake away all ſuch ſcandalls, and ſeparate 
the precious from the vile, and adminiſter the Ordi- 
nagcesof Chriſt purely and holily, and ſer up Chrifts 
government in their Congregatiogs, that ſo they may 
retaine thoſe boneſt ſoules, which otherwiſeare forced 
to forlake the pudled ftreames,to injoy the ſweer,frefh, 
aad pure fountaine of living waters. Nor will the Mi- 
niſters aad Paſtors of ſuch Independent Congregations 
looke afcer any ſach wages, as the Parochiall Minifters 
challenge to themſelves, as Tirhes,or the like. No faore- 
ly, they are, aad will be content char fach comperenc 
maintenance as the members of their ſeverall Con« 
gregations reſpeaively, ſhall freely, withour any com- 
pulſton (as is uſed in Tithes) 'attow-unto- them. Now 
ler any that profeſſe ro be the Minifters of Chriſt, ma- 
ligne other,eicher Minifters or people,who are defirons 
to injoy Chriſts Qrdinances, in as much parity as may 
be, and wicthas much liberry of conſcience, as Chriſt / 

hach priviledged them witha[l. | 

Obj. Bur the Parliament now being abonr a Refor- 
mation, as the removing, of alt Antichriftianifme and 
Popery, as the Hierarchicall Government, and Cere- 
monies purged, the Liturgie, and Diſcipline, what ' 
gQVverament ſhall be ſet ap tn chjs Nariouall Church p* p 
i». 
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Anſ. The Lord ftreagthen and diret the Parliz.' 
ment in {o great and glorioas-a Worke; an {bleſſed bz 
God who harh raiſed up ſuch inſtramens for ſuch a 
worke, and wbo hath putin their hearts to be (o zea- 
lous and unanimous for the perfecting of ir fo farre as is 
poſſible, and may ſtand with the narace of a Nationall 
Church. Bur az for the manner of Goveramear of a 
Nationall Charch, becauſe it hath no partterae in the 
Scripture now under the Goſpell, who can herein p2r- 
ſcribe or adviſe any thing. Bat firſt of all, if good 
Preachers be ſer upin every Pariſh, the noughey and 
ſcandalous being removed, and then for the betrer and 
ſpecdier ſupply hereof, theUniverſities and Grammer 
Schooles be purged, and better Governors and Mini- 
ſt-rs ſer up : ſo ſhall che people be caught, chat they pe- 
riſhnort for want of knowledge. :As for the manner of 
Government of Pariſhes, whether by a Presbytry, or 
otherwiſe, that (as being, for ics externall forme and 
frame, ofa politicke Nation) leave to the prudence 
of choſe, in whoſe hands ic isput : let it be what ic will, 
ſo as ſtill adue reſpe& be had to chofe Congregations, 
and Churches, which deſire an exemption and liberty 
of injoying Chrifts ordinances in ſuch a purity , as a na- 
tionall Church, is not poſhbly capable of. And what 
ever Lirurgie, or Ceremonies, or Diſcipline, arelefc to 
accompany this Nacurall Church-governmear, tis in- 
different with us, ſo we may injoy our Chriſtian 
liberty in the true u ſe of fuchordinances,and of ſuch in- 
dependent Church-goverament, as Chriſt the onely 
Law-giver of his Church, and Lord of the conſcience, 
hath lefrunto us in his word. | 
Obj. Bur independent Churches, being abſolate 
in themſelves, and exempted from a ſuperior TuriſdiQi- 
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on of others, and yet not exempr from poſibility of er- 
ring: what Law is left to reduce them from their er- 
rour? or that they perſiſt in their obſtinacy, what pow- 
er ſhall cenſure, or corre& them. | | 
Anſ. Firſt, they have Chriſts Law to regulate them. 

Secondly, they have the Law of Chriſt, which is by 
loveto ſerve orice another. They have the law of affoci- 
ation and confederation with other Churches to con- 
{ule, adviſe, and conferre with, in matters of doubt or 


_ queſtion. Andif after all other remedies any be obſti. 


nate in his, or their errour, they are liable to excom- 
municarion, eitherin the ſame Congregation, if ir be a 
particular perſon, and the error great, or from other 
Churches, if the whole Congregation have offended, 
and do ftiffely maintaine a dangerous errour,which yec 
is rarely ſcene in a well conſtituced Congregation , 
conſiſting of meer members. And if at any time 
ſucha thing ſhould fall our, which cannot grow but 
from ſome roote of apoſtacy, particular or generall: if 
the offence doe refle& alſo upon the Laws of the civill 
ſtate, which are made agaiuſt knowne Herefies, or blaſ- 
phemy, or Idolrtry, and the like, the offenders are ob- 
noxious to the civill power. So little feare there is,that 
any independant Congregation,or any member thereof, 
ſhould be exempt from condigne cenſure , where j 
cauſe is given either Eccleſirſticall or civill. 
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